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Four Gate Whiskey Company Announces Second Release 

 
“OUTER LOOP ORBIT” 

Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey  
Finished in Orange Curaçao-Gin Casks 

 
LOUISVILLE, KY, September 19, 2019 – This September, Four Gate Whiskey Company will 
release its second small batch of barrel finished Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey.  
 
Following on the success of their first batch, released 
in April, company founders Bill Straub and Bob 
D’Antoni are proud to release their second small 
batch collaboration with Kelvin Cooperage, a blend of 
5.5 year old and 12 year old Kentucky Straight 
Bourbon Whiskeys finished in Orange Curaçao-Gin 
Casks presented at full barrel proof of 120.3 (60.15% 
ABV). 
 
The team chose 7 barrels of 5.5 year old Kentucky 
Straight Bourbon Whiskey and 7 barrels of extra-aged 
12 year old high rye Kentucky Straight Bourbon 
Whiskey and presented the resulting blend to the 
barrel experts at Kelvin Cooperage. William Hornaday 
of Kelvin Cooperage tasted the spicy-nutty blend and 
suggested barrels that had once held French orange 
curaçao liqueur before being used to finish a batch of 
gin at a distillery in Louisville. 
 
“I’m usually hesitant to use something as sticky-sweet as curaçao with bourbon,” Straub said, 
“But these reminded me instantly of a powdered orange drink I used to have as a kid. The 
super-sweet curaçao had been cut by the botanical gin and the result was a tangy orange that 
we all thought would pair perfectly with our blend.” 
 
The batch is named “Outer Loop Orbit.” 
 
“I remember my dad telling me when I was a kid that the powdered orange drink didn’t become 
famous until astronauts took it to outer space in the early space missions, and we wanted to pay 
homage to that in the name. That’s where the ‘Orbit’ comes from,” said Straub. 
 
Chief Barrel Officer, Bob D’Antoni, came up with the other half of the batch name. “Outer Loop 
is the street from the mailing address for Kelvin Cooperage,” he said, “so it allowed us to also 
pay homage to them for continuing to collaborate with us and help us succeed.” 
 



“I said during batch 1 that we really wanted to push the envelope with this brand,” said Straub, 
“This is a flavor profile that I’ve never seen before and certainly never tasted. I think we’ve 
succeeded in being innovative.” 
 
 
Tasting Notes from the Chief Blending Officer: 
 
Appearance:  Ruddy amber with bright orange notes. 
 
Nose:   Initial burst of citrus and pine with underlying black pepper spices. 
 
Taste: Tangy citrus greets the front palate with heavy cinnamon and baking spices on 

the mid-palate. The rear of the tongue gets pine needs and slight nuttiness. 
 
Finish:  Medium-to-long and refreshing, the citrus lingers on the periphery while black 

pepper and cinnamon intermingle within notes of pine and juniper. 
 
 
Straub and D’Antoni run the company as the Chief Blending Officer and Chief Barrel Officer, 
respectively. With their roots in Louisville, Straub has leveraged his knowledge of bourbon and 
the industry as founder and Editor-In-Chief of ModernThirst.com since 2014. As a successful 
local entrepreneur, D’Antoni has used his connections to establish relationships to get his hands 
on some terrific bourbon.  
 
A local collaboration like this feeds into the Four Gate Whiskey Company philosophy: if you start 
with the best whiskey, and leverage some of the best-regarded experts in the field on the effects 
of barrels, you wind up with an amazing whiskey that both connoisseurs and collectors alike will 
appreciate.  
 
Four Gate Whiskey Company’s second release will be distributed in Kentucky and Tennessee 
at a MSRP of $199.99 per bottle with 2,402 total bottles will be available at retail.  
 
Four Gate Whiskey Company started in 2018 with the goal of releasing several unique batches 
of whiskey products each year. With its first product launch of 11-year-old Kentucky Straight 
Bourbon Whiskey finished in sherry-rum casks in April 2019, the team is excited to unveil the 
other small batch products with unique finishes to come later this year. Learn more at 
fourgatewhiskey.com, like us on Facebook.com and follow us on Twitter @four_gate.  
 
Kelvin Cooperage, founded in Glasgow, Scotland in 1963 and now based in Louisville, KY, is a 
full service family-owned cooperage supplying new and used barrels to wine, spirits, and beer 
producers around the world. For more information, visit Kelvincooperage.com 
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